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 1 

Present Members:  Robin Harvey, Jennifer Iller, Timothy Lepore, Melissa Murphy, Joseph Zieff 2 

 3 

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 PM, by Tim Lepore, Vice Chairman, in the Cyrus Peirce Middle 4 

School cafeteria.  Jenn Iller made a motion to approve the agenda, Robin Harvey seconded, and it was 5 

approved unanimously. 6 

 7 

Presentations & Discussions of issues of interest to the Committee 8 

Cyrus Peirce School – Principal Scott Meadows and 6
th

 Grade Team  9 
Principal Scott Meadows introduced members of his 6

th
 grade team who reported on an interdisciplinary 10 

unit called Heifer International.  Becky Hickman explained that it is a non-profit, humanitarian 11 

organization dedicated to ending hunger and poverty and caring for the earth. The curriculum focuses on 12 

how, as a consumer, we need to become aware of how our everyday actions affect both the global 13 

environment and people across the world.  Teachers explained that each subject area was able to 14 

incorporate the theme, exploring concepts of human rights, being a savvy consumer, fair trade, related 15 

literature and the interconnectedness of everything on our planet Earth.  Superintendent Cozort offered 16 

kudos for the team’s work as it is an outstanding example of offering a truly interdisciplinary approach to 17 

teaching and learning. 18 

 19 

Special Needs Advisory Council (SNAC) – Director of Special Services Nancy Miller and      20 

President Heidi Fee 21 
Ms. Miller explained that SNAC is a support group for students with special needs and their parents.  It 22 

provides information on special education regulations, parent programs of interest and a forum for 23 

discussion of parent concerns. Ms. Fee shared that her primary goal as a new officer is to build membership 24 

in the organization and to continue their work with Kim Horyn of Autism Speaks, as well as with the 25 

STAR program.  She noted that the group typically meets on the 3
rd

 Wednesday of each month at CPS.  26 

Tim Lepore thanked Ms. Fee for her report and asked if the group’s programs might include something on 27 

students who fall under 504.  They will add this to their list of programs. 28 

 29 

Friends of Nantucket Public Schools (FONPS) Update – Eleanor Antonietti, President 30 
Mrs. Antonietti reminded the School Committee that the mission of the Friends is to support and promote 31 

quality education.  She reviewed the six fundraisers that the organization runs each year, including dances, 32 

a Magic/Comedy Night, Bike-a-thon, Christmas Stroll House Tour and the Spelling Bee which will be held 33 

on March 30
th

 this year.  She then shared how the group spends their funds, spreading it among Staff-34 

initiated funding, the Children’s Fund and the Enrichment Program.  She noted Logan O’Connor’s 35 

outstanding work finding enrichment programs that serve all levels.  School Committee members thanked 36 

Mrs. Antonietti for her report and asked that she share their appreciation for the work of the Friends. 37 

 38 

School Committee Self-Evaluation – Tim Lepore 39 
Tim Lepore reviewed the document that was compiled based on each School Committee member’s 40 

individual assessment on a rubric provided by the Massachusetts Association of School Committees.  The 41 

rubric asks questions in each of seven domains; Governance, Operations, Member Relations, Committee-42 

Superintendent Relations, Strategic Planning/Fiscal Management, Community Relations and Conduct of 43 

Meetings.  The conduct of meetings, member relations and Committee/Superintendent relations were 44 

believed to be areas of strength.  Several members shared that one area they could improve upon is in 45 

professional development.  They noted it is hard when living on an island, but that members need to take  46 
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 47 

more opportunities for workshops, conferences and webinars to keep up on the trends.  Robin Harvey 48 

pointed out that the Committee needs to brush off its old Public Relations plan and update it.  She also 49 

stated that the Strategic Plan needs to be a constant reference tool for the School Committee’s work.  50 

 51 

Comments from the Public 52 
Resident David Dickson offered his appreciation for the work of the Friends, noting their work is altruistic. 53 

 54 

Committee discussion and votes to be taken 55 
A motion to approve the transfer and invoices was made by Robin Harvey and seconded by Melissa 56 

Murphy. The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 57 

 58 

A motion to approve the minutes of February 19, 2013 as amended (noting the need to amend who made 59 

the second of the motion to approve the agenda) was made by Jenn Iller, seconded by Robin Harvey and 60 

approved by a vote of the Committee.   61 

 62 

On the Horizon 63 
For the agenda items for the next meeting on March 19, 2013: the meeting will be held at 5 p.m. and will 64 

begin the Superintendent’s Evaluation.  All members are asked to get their individual assessments to 65 

Melissa Murphy who will collate them for the SC.  The Committee will discuss their observations and 66 

prepare a final document to present publicly at a subsequent School Committee meeting. 67 

 68 

Sub-Committee 69 
Joseph Zieff shared that School Council had not reconvened since the last School Committee meeting.  He 70 

noted that they do plan to promote their movie night. 71 

 72 

A motion to adjourn the School Committee meeting was made by Robin Harvey and seconded by Jennifer 73 

Iller. 74 

 75 

Meeting adjourned at 7:15 PM 76 

 77 

Respectfully submitted,   78 

Michael Cozort  79 

School Committee Clerk Pro-Tem 80 


